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to TO THE REV. He HILDRETH OF 


“dead flies on the ointment of the apothecary.” | 
Sir, for I cannot tell you how. 


[ will not, 
much I regret, that~efter you have had such) 


poly, Fey --yample means and opportunity to know. how! 


GLO UCESTER, MASS. 


pv. Srn,—A réspectable gentleman of your 
town, whom I esteem as my friend and as a. 
friend of mankind, recently sent me your Dis- 
course on Mivisverian Fiver Iry, directing 
my particular attention to that section of the. 


discourse in which you were so unhappy as to| 


misrepresent the ministerial labors, which this | 


friend has, for many years, been in the con-| 


_ stant habit of attending, and of which he enter- 
tains a very favorable ¢ opinion. 

Having carefully read your sermon, I am in- 
“duced to submit some remarks respecting it, for 
“your consideration. Your text, Ezek. iii. 17, 

18, 19, I esteem as well chosen for the odca. 
sion, though I am inclined to believe that the 
New Testament would have furnished one quite 
»as appropriate. The following is your text: 
«Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel: therefore, hear the word at my mouth, 
_and give them warning fromme. When Isay unto the 
wicked, Thou shali surely die, and thou givest him not 
warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his 
wicked. way, to save his life, the same wicked man 
shali die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at 
thy bard. Yet, if thow warn the wicked, and he turn 
not from his wickedness, nor from his’ wicked way, he 
shall die in his’ iniquity; but thou--hast, delivered thy 


& 


soul.’’ 


In your introductory remarks, you very just- 
ly direct your hearers to the national condition 
of the house of Israel, 
their sins, was, at the time Ezekiel prophesied 
rendered quite deplorable; and which, for the 
ad continuance of the same cause, was fast 
growing worse. And I cannot but admire, Sir, 
the christian sagacity which you manifest by so 
happily contrasting, with the wickedness of that 
people, the divine goodness, which you pre- 
sent in such bold relief, that few are so blind 
as not to see, that you are no more willing to 
allow, that sin can alienate the favor of God 
from ‘his creatures, then was St. Paul, who 
said, “where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound.’ You say; ‘‘But, notwithstand- 
ing the Jews had thus forsaken their own mer- 
cies; they themselves were not forsaken by the 
God of their fathers.””. And to this all-impor- 
tant statement of fact, you very justly subjoin 
the instances ofthe divine favor, which were at 
that time in operation. 

There is, Sir, nothing in preaching, that I 
more admire than plain statements of known 
facts. This sort of preaching agrees with that 
of the apostles, as stated by the beloved John; 
“That which we have seen and heard declare 
we unto you.” Had you, through the whole 
discourse, as carefully confined yourself to 
known facts as mimsferial fidelity requires, you 


which, on account of 


'“the most awful threatonings of the word of the house of Israel: 


God”. are understood and “explained by. the 
ministry. which you have misrepresented, you 
‘should, in the sacred desk, make the fu@ewing 
statement: 

“I need not say to you, for you know it full well, | 


| minister, who believes, that men must repent and be 


| converted, before their sins can be blotted out; who be- 
, when they that are in 
their graves, shall hear the iriod of the Son of God, 
and come f.rth; they that have done good unto the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil unto 
In a place, where for 
fifty years, the most awful threatenings of the word of 
God have beenexplained away, so as to mean, in effect, 
just nothing at all; where, it is believed, the very lan- 
guage of the Bible concerning the future state of the 


lieves, that the hour ts coming 


the resurrection of damnation. 


wicked, is become to great numbers, loathsome, if not 
quite intolerable—in such a place, 


Christ has gone, they cannot go.” 

Fiere, in the first place, you insinuate that 
the ministry, in Gloucester, which maintains 
“that God is good unto all, and that his tender 
mercies are over all his works; that he will 
have all men to be saved and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth; and that he worketh 
all things after the counsel of his own will,” 


cite are to be credited! And secondly you state, 
most definitely, that this ministry has “for filty 
years, 


effect, just nothing at all’’! 


believe. 
a public servant, rests on me as weil as on 
yourself, you will allow me to ask whether you 
made the foregoing insinuation and statements 


dictates ? Are you sure that you are justified 
in pretending that the religious Society, which 


in your town, has for fifty years and more, 


dishelieves those passages of scripture which 


you have cited? Are you, Sir, certain that they | 


and their pastor are in the habit of explaining 
away “‘the most awful threatenings of the word 
of God,” so as to make them mean just noth- 
ing at all? “Sir, you might with as much pro- 
priety, have said that the prophet Ezekiel ney- 
er announced a judgment that amounted to any 
thing at all, because he did not announce judg- 
ments on the house of Israel in a future state 
of being! The cases seem to be perfectly sim- 
ilar. Because Universalists understand and 
explain scripture threatening to have their ful- 


would have avoided the mistake which you fell/filment in this state of existence, you say they 
into by misrepresenting the ministerial labors of |explain them to mean “just nothing at all,”’— 


that this station’is attended by peculiar trials to a. 


the station of a 
public teacher must be trying to one, that believes con- 
cerning all who diz in their sins, that whither Jesus 


does not allow that those seriptures which you | 


explained away the most awlul threat- 
,;enings of the word of God, so as to mean, in 
That you commit- | 
ted these wrongs as Saul did his, in ignorance | 
and in unbelief, charity is strongly inclined to! 
But, dear Sir, asthe responsibility of | 


with all the caution that christian prudence 


maintained the doctrine of Universal Salvation, ' 
solely on the testimony of scripture and reason, 


your venerable neighbor which mistake, to-; fhe prophet Ezekiel surely never made any 
’ ’ } | 

ether with a few other faults, committed in |imention of judgments | in any other state but this 

4 ? J! 


consequence of allowing yourself to wander | mortal one; wit you, therefore, say that the |] 


into the regions of imagination, has an effect |judgments, "whic h hie, announce ed, amount, ‘in 
on your discourse, not unlike that produced by 'effect, to just nothing at all’’? 


As you said to your hearers, permit me to 
say to you; ‘My friend, will v9 hear the 
' words of the text again?” 

“Son of man, Ihave made thee a pe NAA ae unte 
therefore, hear the word at my 

mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say 
‘unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die, and thou givest 
him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from 
his wicked-way, te-save his life, the same wicked man 
Shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will F vequire at 
thy hand. Yet, if thou warn the wicked, and he turn 
not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he 
shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy 
soul.”? 

This text should have taught you carefully to 
limit your testimony by the word of God; but does 
this word warrant you in saymg, that all the 
threatenings announced in the law and by the 
prophets amount, ‘‘in effect to just nothing at 
all,’ because not one of them extends into 
another world, or state of being? Look, Sir, 
at what you say concerning the utility of the 
testimony of the prophets; “But what is still 
more important to observe, their writings have 
been handed down to succeeding ages, as profi- 
table for docivine, for reproof, for correction and 
mstruction m righteousness. They have been 
handed down for the benefit of both ministers 
and people. Especially have those writings 
, furnished to public teachers of religion and mo- 

rality, both example and precept, to regulate 
their own ministrations.”” Here, Sir, you re- 
»mind me of those who sat in Moses’ seat, of 
\whom the divine Teacher spake when he said 
;to the multitude and-to his disciples, “The 
Scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. All, 
therefore, whatsoever they bid you observe, 
_that observe. and do; but do not ye after their 
works; for they say ‘and do not.” So you say 
one thing, and seem to say it understandingly 
and heartily; but then, with great fortitude and 
much zeal you do entirely differently. All that 
‘the prophets have said to warn the wicked or 
encourage the righteous, you contend amounts, 
“in effect, to jnst nothing at all,”’ because they 
never spake of punishments in a future state, 
nor did they ever name any rewards for good 


, works, done in this world, inthe world to come, 


‘What benefit, have you, Sir, derived from the 
examples set by the prophets? You will not 
allow that that faithful servant of Christ, who, 
from his early youth has devoted his time and 
strength to the labors of the ministry, both in 
the land of his nativity and in America, and who 
has for many years labored in the town where 
you have been recently settled, explains the di- 
vine threatenings in a way to amount to any 
thing at all, because he applies them exactly as 
‘the law of Moses and the testimony of all the 
prophets apply them. 

Disregarding all the limits, which are pre- 
scribed ‘by the law and the testimony, as if 
there were no light in you, you proceed to an- 
nounce the divine wrath on principles support- 
ed by nothing but clerical dogmas strengthen- 
ed by superstition, This you have done by a 
manifest endeavor to carry the divine wrath 
‘into the future state, a thing never attempted 
by the law or the prophe ts. And further dis- 
regarding their example, you finally allow that 
you cannot cefine what it is in whic h this wrath 


. uations have been made. 


86 


ef God consists, You say; “But, my friends, 
ig it not enough, that it will be the wrath of 
God? Wrath incurred by despising the riches 
of his goodness, and forbearance, and long sul- 
fering? Is it not enough, that it is wrath re- 
vealed for our admonition and warning? enough, 
that it is the wrath fo come? Shall we contin- 
ue in sin, till it actually does come, because we 
cannot exactly tell what it will consist in?” My 
dear Sir, did you learn this method of preach- 
ing from Ezekiel? Didhe ever tell the people, 
that all the calamities which had befallen 
them, or ever would come on the nation, in this 
mortal state, were just nothing at all; but that 
the wrath of God would come on them in the 
future world, though he could not tell them in 
what it would consist? This amounts to about 
as much as the tidings of Ahimaaz, who outran 
Cushi, and said to the King, “I saw. a great 
tumult, but I knew not what it was.” To run 
this race and to do this work it seems you think 
it is only necessary for you to “put on, by the 
grace of God, the whole armour of tlre gospel, 
and proceed with new diligence and zeal.”’— 
But here, Sir, I think you mistake. You are 
only to keep on the whole armour of a pseudo- 
gospel andto proceed with old diligence and 
zeal, Your armour, your zeal, and your dili-} 
gence are no new things to that minister and 
congregation, against whom your unkind insin- | 
For more than half 
a century, having established the ensign: of im- 
partial, efficient goodness, ia spite of the whirl- 
wind and storm of persecution, they have main- 
tained the cause in a manner that will be envi-' 
ed by future generations; and if you now dream! 
of prevailing against them you are reminded of | 
the words of the Saviour to Peter; “Upon this | 


ductdry prayer by Rey. Mr. Whitcomb. 
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resent on the occasion. Throughout the|past time? Whether it be not solemn mockery 
cud the utmost harmony, discretion and so-|to pretend to any thing of a religious or devo~ 
briety prevailed. Long may this house stand | tional character for the purpose of gaining the 
as a monument of God’s goodness to the child-}favor of our heavenly Father, on whose good- 
ren of men, Long may it prove a Temple of|ness we have always lived? And let us ask 
worship,—a place of religious instruction and|our own hearts whether, while we are endeav- 
consolation to multitudes of the present and|oring to alarm the fears of our fellow creatures 
coming generations, who shall assemble there | with horrid representations of the divine wrath 
to attend to the songs of joy and the words of|and indignation, we are making those grateful 
peace, which are inspired by the preaching of|returns for his love and merey towards the 
pure and uncorrupted christianity. whole world which are their jist due? — 
© 8. (Gardiner,.Me.) Chr. Int. In the humble opinion of the writer of thie 
* article, this self-examination woald be more, 
——~to—— vastly more profitable than those fashionable 
examinations which are had at inquiry meet- 


ings. dd 


a 


Rey. Danier Weritiman was ordained at 
Burke, V¢é. on the 14th of March last. Intro-} 
Ser- 
mon by Rev. J. E. Palmer, from Titus ii. 8. From the (Haverhill, Mss.) Essex Gazette, 
Consecrating prayer by Rev. M. Coburn.— Oh rans 
Right Hand of Fellowship by Rev. J. Moore. A LETTER ON SUPERSTITION. 
Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge by Rey. | By the Right Hon. Winuram Prr1,.(afterwards Eari 
Mr. Palmer, and Concluding prayer by Rey, | of Chatham.)—First printed in the London Journal 
Mr ype othe The assembly was lar ge and’ of 1788, addressed to the multifarious Sects of Great. 


solemn,—ib ably 

; P Pure religion and'undbfiled before God and the 
Eather is this,.to:visit the fatherliss and widows in. 
their afflictions, and to keep one’s self unspotted from 
the world.”’—James i. 27. 

Gentlemen,—Whoever takes a view of the 
world will find, that what the greatest part of 
mankind have agreed to call religion, has been. 

At atime when religious custom. combines only some outward exercise, esteemed sufficient 
with human vanity, united with a blind zeal;|to work a reconciliation with God, It hasmoved 
and when these raging disorders are agitating |them to build temples, slay victims, offer up. 
the ignorant and unstable, driying women and| sacrifices; to fast and feast; to petition and 
children from place to place to be questioned |thank; to laugh and cry; to sing and sigh by 
by crafty, subtle preachers, who are engaged'|turns;, but it' has not yet been found sufficient 
in the work of what is called revivals, it seems|to induce them to. break off an amour, to make 
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SELF EXAMINATION. 


“Commune with your own heart,’’—Ps. iv. 4. 


rock will I build my church, and the gates of) not only proper to call the public mind to that| restitution of ill gotten wealth, or to bring the 


hell shall not prevail against it.” 


But, brother Hildreth, I assure you, that! quires, but absolutely necessary. 


there is much of your discourse, which meets 


self-examination, which the divine word re-| passions and appetites to a reasonable subjec- 
tion, Differ as mucli as they may in’ opinion 
At an inquiring meeting, where a cunning, | concerning what they ought to believe, or af- 


my cordial approbation. Against the vices of} designiug clergyman, takes it upon himself to|ter what manner they are to serve God, as 


our times set your face with confidence, and 
the heart of every honest man will bid you God 
speed. But, for the honor of religion, be care- 
ful not. to misrepresent religious people, whose 
rey hairs, being found.in the way of wisdom, 
eserve your respect. Be so good, dear Sir, 
as to forgive what is exceptionable in this let- 
ter, as I do, most sincerely, the faults of your 
discourse, and consider me your most humble 
fellow servant: Hosea Bartov,. 


Religious Intelligence. 


New Unyiversatist Meetine Hovse.—By a, 
letter recently received from a venerated friend 
in Greene, Me. we learn that the frame of a) 
new Universalist Meeting House was erected | 
in that town, on Monday the 23d ult. Br. Ben-! 
jamin Murray, who has recently entered the 
ministry, made a very interesting address on 
the occasion; after which, elder Pierce,) 
a Baptist minister, offered an appropriate. 
prayer. It gives us heart-felt pleasure | 
to record this instance of liberality ia-a Buptist 
brother, and we do hope, that we and our de-| 
nomination generally, may ever be ready to fe-4 
ciprocate such sentiments of respect and fellow-| 
spip. 

The company, (about 300 in number,) after} 


the building was erected, retired to a neighbor- | 


ask people questions relative to their religious; they call it, yet they all agree in gratifying 
concerns, who are simple enough to suffer|their appetites. The same passions reiga im 
themselves to be thus imposed upon, or who|all countries, and in all ages; Jew and Ma- 
are enough under the influence of religious|}hometan, the Christian and the Pagan, the: 
fashion to act the hypocrite inthis way, there is\Tartar and the Indian, all kinds of men, who 
as convenient an opportunity for deceit to be/| differ in almost every thing else universally 
practised as we could easily imagine. The'lagree with regard to their passions;—if there 
clergyman, in such a eircie, finds it: conven- | be any difference among them, it is this, that 
ient to frame questions in such a manner as |the more superstitous they are, they are always 
not only to invite, but direct the answers; so|the more vicious; and: the more they believe, 
that all, who are lionest in their simplicity the less they practice. This is 2 melancholy 
know how to give the desired rep'ies, and those | consideration to a good mind; it is a most'terri- 
who are hypocritical have their own means of!ble truth; and certainly, above all things,. 
deceiving their interrogator. But that heart, | worth our while to inquire into. We will there- 
which, in silent retirement, communes with| fore, probe the wound, and search it to the bot-. 
itself, enjoys every possible advantage in pro-|tom; we will lay the axe to the root’of the tree; 
secuting this necessary. labor with success | and show the true reason why men go on in, 
Let each individual then commune with his|sinning and repenting, repenting and sinning 
own heart; let him ask. himself what use he | again, through the whole of their lives; and the 
makes of the precious time which is granted | reason is, because they have been taught, most: 
him? How he employs the abilities which God | wickedly taught, that Religion and Virtue are 
hath givea him? Let him. ask himself what | two things absolutely distinct; that the deficien- 
moral character he has been forming and estab-|cy of the one might be supplied by the suffix 
lishing? Let him be minutely critical in rela-|ciency of the other; and that what you want in 
tion to his resolutions in. regard to the future,| Virtue, you must make up in Religion. But 
and let him ask his own heart whether the mor-|this religion, so dishonorable to God, and so 
al: complexion, which his determinations pre-| pernicious to men is worse than: Atheism; for 
sent to his view, is such as will receive the ap-| Atheism, though it takes away one great mo- 
probation of perfect rectitude, tive to support virtue in distress, yet it furnish- 

In relation to our duty to our heayenly Fath-|es no man with argumerits to: be vicious; but 


ing house and partook of the bounties of an er, let us all as one ask our own hearts wheth-| superstition is the greatest: possible encourage- 
heavenly Father, in a supper prepared by L. “er we have any reason to believe that our Cre-| ment to vice, by setting up something as reli- 
Robbins, Esq. and Son, Dr. Cutter and Thom-|afor and preserver is not as good to us as our | gion, which shall atone and commute for the- 
as Longley. No accident injured the per-|dependance on him requires? Whether it be|want.of virtue. This is establishing iniquity: 
son, no discord marred the good understanding, |not base ingratitude in us to doubt his good-|by a law, the highest law; by authority the 
und no rioting disgraced the conduct of any one ness in future, since he has been so kind_in ll highest authority; that of. God. himself.” Wa 
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complain of the vices of the world and of the not only no tendency to promote virtue, but 
wickedness of men, without searching into the which are allowed to commute or atone for the 

true cause. It is not because they are wicked want of it, then are they arrived at the utmost 
by nature, for that is both false and impious; but reach of impiety; then is their iniquity full; 
because, to serve the purposes of their pretend- then have they finished the misery and com- 
ed soul savers, they have been carefully taught pleted the destruction of poor mortal men; by cy ts ; 

_ that they are wicked by nature, and cannot’ betraying the interest of virtue, they have under- lowing in the Magazine. 
help continuing'so, It would have been impos-' mined and sapped the foundations of all human| Saco, May 1, 1827.—Agreeably to previous 
sible for men to have been both religious and: vic- happiness; and how treacherously and-dreadful- | 2otice, the Members of the First Universalist 
jous,had religion been made to consist in virtue,& ly have they betrayed: it!—A gift well applied; Society of Saco and Biddeford, met at Samuel 
had they always been taught that true religion the chattering of some unintelligible: sounds, Lyler’s Hotel, and proceeded to organize them- 
is the practice of virtue & obedience to the willof called creeds; an unfeigned assent and-consent S¢lves by choosing the following officers:— 
God who presides over all things, and will final- to whatever the church enjoins; religious wor-| 1st. Made choice of George Bradburn for 
ly make every man happy who does his duty. {ships and consecrated feasts; repenting on "| Clerk, and Corresponding Secretary. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


A NEW SOCIETY. 


Saco, May 6, 1827, 
Messrs. Editors,—Please to insert the fol- 


This ginele portion in religion, that things death-bed; pardons rightly sued. out, and abso-| 2d. Chose a Standing Committee for to gov-- 

are so cle fare i? the Deity, that virtue as us | lutions authoritatively given; have done more ern the affairs of the Society, viz:-David Buck- 
“sd peck , an as merece: will ever ole De captor ear and continuing men vicious minster, Stephen Fairfield, Luther D. Ley- 

" a be me, wey re co) a ae te iene 4 t oy a ati ae passionsand infidelity , ingston. ; 

some bed oe aig ect raarinces, Gr fuses sori | the Heer Maral qewarie of ade are these A parrmcanlernaarartin pire. putty ee 

ty hap} ai ri 2“ ce ‘ 

suffer for virtue’s sake; is enough to support a superstitious opinions and practices have not only and i oe cig eA Seg wi 

man under all difficulties, to keep him steady turned the scene and made men lose sight of _ N- B- Ministerial Brethren travelling this way, are 

to his duty, and to enable him to stand as firm the natural rewards of it, but have induced. aia se cls Leute aronlar i is of si sf Sap hee 

Fi ; | ees ° ; : 

edt Hin Diag i Ae ein of pagina nent to fark ~ sk there no hereafter, stop-at S. Tyler’s Hote). ad Op 

Dick all Mote aes mene of has peer | ep ip EE SrA Rm leap te i ere eanie 
- lected and condemned, and another set up, the ‘in wickedness; and this they have been taught 

natural A ia a of mean et on Peres a tre religious see aise mis sermons, de- 

men’s understandings, and auched thew levered by men whose’ orthodoxy was never 

morals more than all the lewd poets: and athe- doubted; particularly by alate reverend pre- 

istical philosophers that ever infested the world: late, 1 mean. Bishop. Atterbury, in his sermon 

for, instead of being taught that religion con-| onthese words::“Ef imthis life only we have hope, 

ajets in Ag iohe or ghedisnee to the eternal ST riene are we m3 Spee the et miserable,” 
-al law of God, we have been most gravely and. where vice and faith ride most lovingly and.tri- 

venerably told, that it consists in the belief of unphantly together. But these doctrines of the the vines and the tender grape give a goodly smell.— 

certain opinions, which we could form no ideas natural excellency of vice, the efficacy of a SoLomon’s Sone ii. 11, 12, 13, 

of, or which were contrary to the clear percep- | right belief, the dignity of atunements and pro-| How supremely blessed is that man, who can. 
tion of our minds, or which had no tendency to | pitiations have, besides depriving us of owr na- look abroad and study the grand volume of the: 

make us either wiser or better; or, which is!twe beauty and charms of honesty, and thus cruel-, creation! All seasons preach instruction to him, 

much worse, had a manifest tendency to make | ly stabbing virtue to the heart, raised and. diffused ‘and all the varied. scenery of this vast universe, 

us wicked and. immoral. And this belief, this) among mena certain unnatural passion,whichwe | serve to delight his senses, arid-cause him to 


Geo. BrapBurn. 


From. the: Telescope:and Miscellany. 


SPRING. 


‘Lo! the winter is past; the rain is over and” pone}, 
the flowers appear on the earth;:the time-ofthe singing: 
of birds is’ come; and the voice of the turtle is heard im: 
our land;:the fig-tree putteth forth her green figs; andt 


impious belief, arising from imposition on one 
side, and from want of examination on the oth- 
er, has been called by the sacred name of re- 
ligion; whereas real, genwine religion consists in 
knowledge and obedience. We know there is a 
God, and we know his will, which is, that we 
should do all the good: we can; and we are as- 
sured, from his perfections, that we shall find 
our own good in so doing. . And what would 
we have more? Are we,afterso much inquiry, 
and in an age full of liberty, children still’ -— 
And cannot we be quiet, unless we have holy 
romances, sacred fables, and traditionary tales, 
to amuse us in an idle hour, and give rest to 
our souls, when our follies and vices will not 
suffer us to rest? \ 
You have been taught, indeed, that right be- 
lief, or orthodoxy, will, like charity, cover a 
multitude of sins; but be not deceived; belief 
of, or mere assent to the truth of propositions 
upon evidence is, not a virtue, nor unbelief a 
-yice; faith is nota voluntary act; it does not 
depend upon the will; every man must believe 
or disbelieve, whether he will or not, accord- 
ing as evidence appears to him. If, therefore 
men however dignified or distinguished, com- 
mand us to believe, they are guilty of the 
_ highest folly and absurdity, because it is out of 
our power, but if they command us to believe, 
and annex rewards to belief, and’ severe pen- 
alties to unbelief, then are they most wicked 
and immoral, because they annex rewards and 
punishments to what is involuntary, and. there- 
tore neither rewardable nor punishable. Tt ap- 
pears thep very plainly unreasonable and un- 


just to command us to believe any doctrine, |ji:cq in fature, by HENRY BOWEN, who most re- 


good or bad, wise or unwise; but when men 


evnunand us to believe opinions which have ' 


shall call religious hatred;,a, hatred, constant, , become enamored of the charms of nature.— 
deep-rooted, and lasting. All other passions. But how much more delightful is the spring, 
rise and fall, die and revive again;, but this of than any other of the seasons of the year. In 
religious and pious hatred rises and grows eve- this season, nature bursts the bands of the cold 
ry day stronger upon. the mind as we grow and.sleety reign of winter; the sun gradually 
more religious; because we. hate for God’s increases in warmth and yital heat; the earth 
sake, for our soul’s sake, and for the sake of feels the vivifying influence of his powerful. 
‘those poor souls too, who have the misfortune beams, and puts forth her fairest and most de- 
not to believe as we do. And can we in so. lightful productions. The firmament, which 
good a cause, hate too much? The more’ has been for a long period sullied with exhala- 
thoroughly we hate, the better we:are; andthe tions, and clouds of impenetrable darkness, 
more mischief we do to the bodies and. estates | every day becomes more pellucid, and increases 
of those infidels and heretics, the more do we m azure hue, so as to reflect the rays of the sun, 
show our love to-God. Thisis religious zeal,!and captivate the student of nature. The 
and this has been.called divinity; bué remember | rivers, which for a time, have been bound in 
that the only true divinity, 1s humanity. _|adamantine chains of ice and snow, now. break 
their fetters and glide along their course, full: 
te ae Pe sat Ais, to overflowing. The flocks and herds, now 
ivine truth thus spoke in the language of reason; but) breaking from their wintry confinement, gam- 
who has believed its report? Few, indeed, who arg: ‘ON be Sat 1 di d di ag dé 
classed with religionists, are yet persuaded “‘that things Pe JD: EReir,, EWR CSlOyOreG Parawees me 
are so well made by the Deity, that yirtue’s its own re- | S8€M Conscious of the overruling providence of 
ward.’? It is the interest of priesteraft to impose the|the Author ofall their happiness. The feath- 
belief, that man is a sinner by nature, and that relig-|ered. warblers of the wood, who depart to 
ion is a supernatural something, which comes to men! ¢}:mes remote to enjoy summer’s pure effulgent 
through the medium of holy orders, by which the stain days, now return and ravish the ear Bf man 
of his native depravity is washed away.—EZud. 16 : ' ? 
DU pas eM le ir ghe cE yh aes be, and fill the umbrageous forest with their en- 
rapturing minstrelsy. The inhabitants who 
cleave the green abyss, those, who, o’er tho- 
unfathomable element preside, now venture into 
streams and eddies, to the piscatory tribes 
hitherto unknown; and are often victims to theix 
brainless courage, being made captives by the 
monarch ofthe lower world. All nature seems 
bursting into life and animation. ‘The insect. 
tribes, who have loitered out the long, slow 
year in-creaks and crevices, deat and blind to 
all things, now swarm abroad, borne by the 
centle gales of the soft season of spring. “They 


Remanrk.—Almost a century has now elapsed since 


Copartnership Dissolved, 

Tur subscribers inform the public that the Copart- 
nership heretofore existing under the firm of BOWEN 
& CUSHING, is this day dissoived by mutual consent. 
All demands against said firm will be settled by HEN- 
RY BOWEN. All persons indebted to said firm are 


requested to make immediate payment. 
HENRY BOWEN, 


Boston, May 4, 1827. JOHN D. CUSHING. 
0<4The Universauist. MAGAZINE will be pub- 


spectfully calls on those who are in arrears, to torward 
the amount wnmediately, 
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are resuseitated from their wintry death, by the | 
all-invigorating and all-generating, and all-| 
fructifying influence of the sol of surrounding | 
worlds, the powertul governor ol day. Now, 
likewise, descend soft and gentle showers, 
causing the verdure of the season to assume a) 
fresher tint, and to flourish exuberantly, afford- 
ing new and cheering sustenance to the brute 
creation; and through them to man himself. 
These are a few of the delightful and soul- 
cheering eflects of the Spring. And these, to 
the man who considers them understandingly, 
preach instruction beyond any to be obtained 
from all things that bear the stamp of human 
ingenuity. ‘These lead us to trace all our hap- 
piness, and all the happiness of inferior beings, 
to the great Author of nature in whom we live, 
move, and have cur being, and ‘whom the 
hoaven of heavens cannot centain.””. Who can! 
contemplate these glorious appearances of the | 
creation, and not break out, from fulness of 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


In mavy instances the places of shen were 
u 
th 


crowded with hearers, and in one, th 


of ladies was so great that all the g a 
except ten, were obliged to retreat ou what I should say, and what 
doors. ‘The progress of Universalism in the} ooo g oo ote 
country, exceeds the most sanguine hopes of| If it be admitted that Jesus was what 

its warmest friends. In those places, where} professed to be, and beidehoed’ by his life of 
the Editor had before preached, he found a nu- obedience, and resurrection fromthe dead, the 
merous company of firm believers, pa ee + of God, and spoke as God commanded him, 


those. who had been long in the faith, and now _erice to that of our modern teachers, however 
embraced the opportunity to declare them- great they may representtheir pretensions and 
selves: These facts are honorable to the) qualifications. “{ havenot spoken of myself,” 
friends of truth, considering, the powertul, | said this divine witness’ of the truth. . It is to 
though blind and ignorant opposition, the doc- be feared, that some teachers of our day, speak 
trine of impartial Grace meets with, in every | of themselves, in more than one sense.’ Were 


tial friends ; and in the other neighborhoods, |then bis doctrine must be napaiged in prefer~ 


part of the eountry; and the hazard of con- they are laboring to build up themselyes; and — 
tumely and reproach, to which they expose that their great concern is not the doctrines of — 


themselves, who openly embrace it, God or the Gospel of Christ, but such opinions 


‘I would not be understood as representing | and principles as appear i fom rin to ad~— 
owr r wisdom, and in-— 
t 2,4 


> 


the preaching of the doctrine, as producing | vance their own Po a 
4 nr » a 


_ soul, in the lofty strains of the bard of Israel, one of those poweriul excitements, technically crease their ‘popularity. It is “not ‘in Jesus — 
‘When I considerthe heavens, the works of termed revivals; conyerting the passions, with-/ only, that we o serve this rémarkable distine= 
thy fingers; the moon and stars which thou hast | out informing the understanding. The .work, tion. In. roportion as his disciples and felldyl* 
ordained; what is man, that thou art mindful, going on in these parts, is a revolution of the ers imbibed his spirit, and were enlightened is 

of him, and the son of man, that thou visitest | mind, a correction of the feelings, an extension /the wisdbm from above, they disclaimed. aif” 

him?” Or who, after taking a survey of the|of the views, and expansion of the heart. And | pretensions to any knowledge put the teachings” 
happiness, which all nature seems to enjoy, canjthe powerful means by which it is effected, is or Humility seems to have 


of God their Saviour. 
refrain from saying, “Lhe Lord is good unto|the “still small voice” of scripture and reason 


been the most shining trait in their christian 


all, and his tender mercies are over all his’ 
works,”’..What. man is there, who takes a, 


comprehensive view of the charms of nature, jually, though powerfully and irresistibly, cor-/in the gospel of Christ their master, And Je-" 
rode and finally destroy the fetters of priest-| sus availed himself of the most favorable op-— 


‘who cannot love the Author of them? What 
erson, who can forbear saying, ‘‘O Lord, | 
iow manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast 
thou made them all; the earth is full of thy 
riches.” Well may the celebrated poet, Miu- 
ton exclaim: iy" 
“These are thy glorious works, Parent of good! 
Almighty! thine this universal frame! 
Thus wondrous fair, thyself how wondrous then 
Unspeakable! who sits above these heavens 
To us invisible, or dimly seen 
In these thy lowest works! Yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thought and power divine.”’ 
Or the eloquent seraphic Thompson, who 
painted the charms of nature with an exact and 
striking coloring: I say, well may he exclaim, 
upon surveying the four seasons of the year. 
“These as they change, Almighty Father these 
Are but the varied God.”’ 
; J.F.M: 


NARRATIVE. 


Thinking it may be somewhat interesting to 
his readers to know something of the progress | 
of Truth, in her march through this region, the| 
Editor is induced to offer to tiem, a short nar- | 

‘ative of his late tour in the country. In com- 
pliance with numerous requests he made twelve | 
different appointments in the Counties of Dup- 
lin, Onslow, and Sampson ; and left Wilming- 
ton on Monday, March 26th for their fulfilment. 
As these appointments were advertised in the 
Liberalist, with the exception of one in Samp- 
son, it is not necessary to repeat them. The 
Editor was absent from Wilmington, nineteen 
days, travelled about three hundred miles, 
and preached to twelve ditferent Congrega- 
tions, from five to fifteen miles apart, and ar- 
rived in Wilmington on Saturday April 14th. 
The season of the year was unpropitious, the | 
Planters generally, being engaged in preparing 

for their crops, yet such was the desire to hear 
the word, that thé Meeting Houses were welll} 
filled, and many persons travelled to them, a| 
distance of twenty, and’ a considerable num-| 
ber of Gétiflemen even forty miles, accompa-| 
nying the speaker to various places, of meeting. | 


combined, which, like the chemical agent on 


the chain of iron operating, silently, and grad- applause of men 


men, decreased with their growth 


craft and superstition. Much pains have been | portunities to impress upon their minds the im-— 
taken to counteract the effects of the doctrme, | portance of becoming like little children, to be 
but in vain; the movements of its opponents are | moulded into the heavenly image, by the opera- 
carefully watched, and their motives duly appre-| tions and influence of the Spirit of God. 
ciated, Pedy . Viewing the Lord Jesus Christ as having ae 
Our cause is yet in its infancy, and its march) paramount authority aboye all who now com- 
must necessarily be gradual. but its progress) mand men, and believing that his doctrine 
is certain. Already, we are enabled to form|came from God, we should exhort mankind to” 
several societies, (‘‘litile flocks” to be sure,)| receive it; and to learnto be humble, To val- 
and an association, which embrace a very re-|ue the gospel of Christ above all human doc- 
spectable number of gentlemen, of the first trines and opinions, and to beware lest any one 
class, for character, talents and influence; and | deceive them, by exhibiting for the wisdom of 
we fondly hope, that the time is not far distant, God, human wisdom; and feed them with the 
when we shall not be far behind our brethren of husks of ignorance, instead of the divine truths 
the North, The light is breaking out on every | of the gospel of Christ.—. ¥. Gos. Herald. 
side, Virginia, South Carolina and Georgia, ; ae a oe 
yield their respective aids, aud soon the Sun of seek % ' 
New-Hampshire Association, 


Righteousness must chase away the clouds of 
ignorance and superstitions. Will be held on the 2d Wednesday and Thursday in 
The tour of the Editor has been extremely June next, at Washington, N. H. 
fatiguing, though pleasant and healthy. He 
cannot withhold lis hearty acknowledgement, | 
from the numerous families he has visited, for 
the extreme politeness, affability and hospitali- 
ty, those noble characteristics of North Caroli- 
nians, that he has experienced from them. God 
reward them according to their work of kind- 
ness. Asa proof that his labors were accepta- 
bie, and the cause advancing, the Editor would 
merely say, that by the most pressing solicita- 
tions of the people, he has been induced to 
add seven to twelve appointments for May, 
making in all nineteen, in the counties of 
Duplin, Onslow, Sampson and Jones. ' 

(Wilmington, NC.) Liberalist. 
———ea 
Distressing Case. 

Mr. Finny, the Presbyterian fanatic, has been lafe- 
ly engaged at New-Lebanon in getting up a revival, 
where a certain voung female having been urged, under 
pain of endless ruin, to promise, that she would never 


Died in this City. : 
Mrs. Caroline Winslow, wife of Mr. Thomas Win- 
slow, aged 23 years. ; : ; 

In New-York City, the Hon. Rurus Krxa, aged 
72. He returned, last summer, from the Britsh Court, 
where he had been as Envoy Extraordinary. | 

In Sharon, Mass. on the 29th ult. Mrs. De 
ior tiga character,) wife of Mr. Benja. Gannett, 
aged 67. The life of this woman iaust be considered 
extraordinary and interesting in a numbei of respects. 
Bui the most distinguished feature in her character, is” 
that of having been a heroine in the American Arm 
of the Revolution. She enlisted, a_volun‘eer, in the 
Massachusetts corps, in the babiliments and character 
«fa soldier; whereshe continued three years, to the 
close of the war. Extraordinary as this nay appear, 
she not only, on every occasion, perfornied the ardu- 


: 


gallantry and courage—having been in several severe 
engagements, and twice dangerously wounded— but 
sustaining a character unsullied, and her sex undiscov- 
‘ered, till pezee was decla At the disbanding of 


speak a word against Ged whilst she lived, on refiec- |fthe army, she received an honorable discharge from 


tion, felt great apprehension, that she would rot’ be |the ‘snine“and returned {© her relatives in Massachu- 
able to perform what she had promised: sie there/die jsctes, still) im her regimentala After the peculiar cir- 
betook herself to the awful alternalite of Seizing: het Yousnstances of her case were developed, the govern. 
tongue with the one hand, and applying the knife » jth Imenfof this State not only pad her full wazes, but ade 
the other, so eflectually, as to eecure the tenure of her Ided a, considerable bounty. She has.regu arly receiy- 
promise— ¥. ¥. Gospel Herald: ide ved a pension from Congress—Dedham Register. 


character, Beir gleatre of fame, and of the — 


, 


(a, 


ous duty of a soldier with more than ordinary aler! ness, 


